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INTRODUCTION


In our text, we see God revealing His will for Gideon's life. It begins with a confrontation ("the Lord is with you"--v. 12). Gideon expresses a concern ("If the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us?"--v. 13). There is a commissioning ("Go….  Am I not sending you?"--v. 14). Gideon states his contention ("How can I save Israel?"--v. 15). There will be a companion ("I will be with you"--v. 16). Finally, there is the confirmation (four tests with their proofs in 6:17-22;  36-38; 39-40; and 7:9-11 with 13-14).


I submit to you that there must be a better way to discover God's will. Yes, there is! First, I will tell you some facts about the will of God, then some sources for discovering the will of God, and conclude with some things that are definitely the will of God.

I.    
SOME BASIC FACTS ABOUT THE WILL OF GOD


1.   God has a will, a plan, for everybody.


2.   God's will is always best.


3.   God's will never contradicts God's Word--the Holy Bible.


4.   God's will can only be known for sure by those who seek it & are willing to do it.


5.   Knowing God's will does NOT insure that we will do it.


6.   Doing God's will does not insure happiness (remember Jonah & Jeremiah).

II.   
SOME SOURCES FOR DISCOVERING THE WILL OF GOD


1.
Human Sources (Subjective)


(1) Reason (God has given us brains to use and to reason with.)


(2) Conscience (If properly developed, our conscience may lead us to see God's will.)


(3) Counsel or advice of others (Christian parents and friends may see our skills.)


(4) Participation in the life and ministries of the church


(5) Proper understanding of personal experience


Remember human sources are subjective and, hence, may be interpreted incorrectly by


those using human wisdom. We easily misinterpret reason, conscience, advice, and


personal experience. 



2.
Divine Sources (Objective)



(1) The Bible (Reading and meditating upon the Word gives insight into God's will.)



(2) Prayer (Communion with God may lead to perceiving God's will.)



(3) Leadership of the Holy Spirit (The Holy Spirit may declare God's will to you.)



These divine sources are objective; and, hence, when we are walking close to God, we



will have a certainty about His call.  (My personal experience)       

III. 
SOME THINGS THAT ARE DEFINITELY GOD'S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE


1.
That you be a child of God (2 Peter 3:9--"He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.")


2.
That you read/study the Bible/pray everyday (See 1 Peter 2:2.)

3.
That you attend church and worship regularly (Hebrews 10:25--"Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another.")


4.
That a Christian have a Christian lifestyle (See 1 Timothy 4:12-13 & Ephesians 5:17ff.)

5.
That a Christian marry a Christian (See 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.)


6.
That you live and experience the abundant, or full, life ("I am come that they may have



life, and have it to the full"—John 10:10.  See also the fruit of the Spirit--Gal. 5:22-23.)


7.
That you tell others about Jesus Christ wherever you are--family, friends, neighbors, strangers (see Mark 5:19 and Matthew 28:19-20).

CONCLUSION


Therefore, be busy every day doing these things that are definitely the will of God for your life. If you do, I promise you that God will reveal His perfect will for your life so that there will be little or no doubt. No sheepskins! Illustration of a Man and a Carton of Milk
